
Types of Maps 

Globes  
–most accurate 
model  
–cannot show small 
details 

Mercator Projection  
–Earth on a grid 
–used to show 
directions between 
objects 



Types of Maps (cont’d) 

Robinson Projection  
–show shapes and sizes 
accurately (except 
around the edges) 

Conic Projection  
–accurate at the lines 
of latitude 
–distorted in between 
the lines   
–used for street maps 



Types of Maps (cont’d) 

Gnonomic Projection  
–show the Poles 
–distances and directions are distorted   
–best to show the shortest distance 
between 2 points 



Topographic Maps 

 Shows different elevations over land 



Topographic Maps 
(cont’d) 

 Contour lines show the differences in 
elevation.   

 Contour interval shows the change in 
height. 

 Contour lines will never touch or cross 

 Can be combined with geologic maps 
(show the type, age, and shape of 
various rock formations). 



Reading 

Topographic Maps 

 Circles = hill, mountain, etc. 

 Circles with hachure marks = depression 

 Coloring = different rock types  

 Distance between lines  

– Far apart = gentle slopes 

– Close together = steep slopes 

 Scale  a certain distance on the map is 

equal to a certain distance in real life 



New Technologies 



Assignment 

 Activity: 

Topographical Maps 

Worksheet 


